JEGANDHARI 


Å ТРН Original 


GANDHARI WAS THE DAUGHTER OF KING SUBALA OF GANDMARA İSME WAS CLEVER AND 
BEAUTIFUL, BUT HER BEST QUALITIES WERE HER LOVE OF GOD AND OF TRUTH. 


KING SUBALA LOVED HS DAUGHTER DEARLY, | (THOUGH 


GANDHARI WAS VERY YOUNG, 
SUCH RIGOROUS FASTING AND 


„amar chitra katha 
«THAT OVE DAY, LORD SHIVA SOME TIME LATER — 
APPEARED BEFORE HER. 
1 AM PLEASED WITH 
YOUR DEVOTION. YOU 
WILL HAVE ۵ HUNDREI 
‘SONS. 


SER 


MARRIAGE FOR 

мч LITTLE GANDHARIE 

NOT 80 SOON, 
SURELY! 


FROM THE KURU, 
BHEESHMA OF 
HASTINAPURA. HE 
WANTS THE HAND 
OF OUR PRINCESS. 
FOR THE YOUNG 
KING, DHRITARASHTRA| 


GANDHARI 


: í S 15 IT FAR то HER? 
š x] TO CHAIN HER TO À 
MAN WHO CANNOT 

SEE 


BUT THE HOUSE AND YET, 
OF KURU 15 ONE OF Å BLIND 
THE GREATEST IN THE HUSBAND. 
LAND. DHRITARASHTRA 


16 OF NOBLE BLOOD 
AND GREAT FAME. 
ITIS A GOOD ዘርጊ! 


отаг chitra katha 


MY MIND 15 MADE. 
UP. SEND WORD TO 
BHEESHMA THAT THE 
PROPOSAL IS. 
ACCEPTED. 


WHEN GANDHARI WAS TOLD OF HER FATHERS N 
1 gj tre MAN WHO MILL 
: x U LIGHT: \ 


GANDHARI 


TO PRØVE HER LOVE AND RESPECT FØR HER 
FUTURE HUSBAND, GANDYARI TED A SAK. 
SCART ROUND HER EYES. |] 


NEED you DO THIS, 
MY CHILD, AND LIVE 
IN CONSTANT 

DARKNESS? 


SINCE A WOMAN SHARES 
HER HUSBAND'S LOT IN LIFE 
AND IN DEATH, SHOULD SHE 
NOT SHARE” HIS BLIND- 

NESS TOO, FATHER © 


[SHE NEVER REMOVED THE SCARF FOR THE REST OF HER UFE. 


[SOON IT WAS TIME FOR GANDHARI TO [GANDHARIS BROTHER: 
LEAVE FOR HER HUSBAND'S HOUSE. |EscoRTED HEI 


| CAN SEE THAT 
- Z| sanprani ө no 
THE BRIDE... NY SFE HAS DONE THIS TËS ORDINARY WOMAN; 


የን TO SHARE ora | 
N BUNDNESS- j 
2 


OG 


amor chitra katha 


GANDHARI AND DHRITARASHTRA WERE MARRIED. BHEESHMA AND DHRITARASHTRAG 
BROTHERS, PANDU AND VIDURA, WERE PRESENT AT THE WEDDING. 


I GANDHARI WAS THE IDEAL WIFE AND 
QUEEN. ONE DAY SAGE VYASA, WHO 
WAS A FREQUENT VISITOR, CAME TO THE 
HOW TiRED 
AND HUNGRY 


15 THAT YOU, MAHARSHIE 

PLEASE SIT DOWN. ILL 

HAVE SOME FOOD 
BROUGHT IN FOR You. 


NZ 


An THAT was DELICIOUS. 
“ne A WORAN SHOULD e. 
DË ou are መጹ 
Toon GENE А 


GANDHARL 


SOME TIME LATER — 


YOU MUST EAT WELL AND 


THE QUEEN SHOULD 
HAVE GIVEN BIRTH 
TO HER SONS LONG 
AGO. I FEEL VERY 


GOOD news! YOUR sisTeR- W 
p (IN-LAW, KUNTI, KING ۴۸۷٣٣ 
MO) wre, nas GIVEN BIRTH TO زا‎ 
A BOY-HE 15 ገጋ BE 
NAMED YUDHISHTHIRA. 


(OH, LUCKY KUNTIT YOU ARE 
IN THE FØREST, BUT YOU 
ARE А HAPPY MOTHER! 
HERE IN THE PALACE, 
THOUGH | HAVE EVERY 
LUXURY, I LACK THE ONE. 
THING. THAT WOULD MAKE 
ME HAPPY — MOTHER HOOD. 


FINALLY, ONLY ONE CHILD WAS BORN 
TO GANDNAR). 


PLEASE TELL ME, IS 
HE HEALTHY WHO 
DOES HE LOOK LIKE £ 
MAY I HOLD HIM? 


BUT IT WAS A STRANGE CHILD. IT WAS LIFE- 


LESS; AND IT HAD NEITHER SHAPE NOR 
FEATURES. 


WHEN BHEESHMA TOLD THEM, GANDHARN 


MAS GEIEF-STRICKEN- 
EREM NY UNCLE? ET on GOD, NOW CAN 
WHY тө но ONE هل‎ ЖУ BROER EN, “This BE € HAVE BOTH 
مس‎ | ren ue, WAT =) 

Sonne : 


LORD SHIVA AND 
SAGE VYASA MADE 


GANDHARI 


[SAE WWASA CAME AT ONCE WHEN HE BRING SOME 
HEARD THE NE | ወጩ water. 
I = ጸና URE 2 

“GANDHARI YOU SHALL. 


| HAVE ለ HUNDRED SONS. 


THAT WHICH I HAVE 


L.| GRANTED IN A BOON 
CANNOT COME TO 5 
اتس زا‎ VE 


GET A HUNDRED 


JARS oF 6፡55 JE 


A HUNDRED 6945. 

BUT HOW NICE IT WOULD 

BE TO HAVE A 
DAUGHTER TOO. 


amar сһйга katha 
[re LIFELESS ወወ SPLIT NTO A 

HUNDRED AND ONE PARTS AND VYASA 
PUT ONE PART INTO EACH OF THE JARS 
OF GHEE. 


GANDHAR] WAITED PATIENTLY FOR TWO 
YEARS. 


(OPEN THESE JARS AFTER 
TWO YEARS, AND You 
SHALL HAVE YOUR 
HEARTS DESIRE. 


TOMORROW I CAN OPEN 
THE JARÉ 


ow 
EXCITED I Am 


DAY, TO WATCH SAGE VYASA'S MIRACLE 
TAKE PLAGE. 


++ THE ONE I SHALL 
LOVE THE most! 


HE SHALL BE 
CALLED 


së 
öğ 


5 STUNNED. AFTER A SHOCKED SILENCE, UDURA SPØKE. 
MY BROTHER, | AM SOR 
| то say THIS, sur 
en 


RY 
: 3 
ይ ILD’ CRY Io AVERY 
Wfl, د‎ sap omen. 


Tol CAN'T BELIEVE 
TT! WHAT CAN WE 
vo? 


amar ehitra katha 


VIDURA WAS SILENT FOR Å 
MOMENT, THEN ፻2 


NO, DON'T SAY THAT! 
NOT WHEN HE WAS 
BORN SO AUS- 


PICIOUSLY THROUGH 
THE GRACE OF 
SAGE WASA | 


TAN INDIVIDUAL MAY 
HAVE ТО BE CAST OFF 
FOR THE SAKE OF THE 
FAMILY; AND A FAMILY, 
FOR THE SAKE OF 
THE VILLAGE... 


Ne 


LA VILLAGE MAY BE 
ABANDONED FOR THE 
SAKE OF THE COUNTRY, 
AND THE EARTH 
ITSELF ABANDONED 
FOR THE SAKE or 

THE вош. 


ZT CANNOT Do rr, 
VIDURA | SHALL 
мот! 


— 


GANDHARI 


РО NOT WEEP, GANDHARI. 


THE KING DECIDED TO KEEP His SON, IN 
SPITE ዕድ VIDURA'S WARNING . BUT THE 


STRANGE BIRTH-CRY OF HER SON 
HAUNTED GANDHARI. لب‎ 


1 AM FILLED 
WITH DREAD 
FOR THE 
FUTURE. 


[SOME TIME LATER, DHRITARASHTRA'S BROTHER, PANDE, PASSER | 
Any IN THE FOREST. ms WIDOW, KUNTI, RETURNED TO THE 
PALACE WITH HER FIVE SONS, YUDHISHTHRA, ARJUNA, 

| ил, NAKULA AND SAUADEVA. 


LCOME, DEAR KUNTI. YOU 


MUST TREAT THIS 
YOUR. 


‘OWN HOME: 


AS 


THESE ARE MY 
SONS, GANDHARI. 
GIVE THEM YOUR 


BLESSING. 


I HAVE A HUNDRED 

SONS. KUNTI HAS ONLY 
FIVE. BUT HOW NOBLE 
AND BRAVE THEY 


GANDHARI AVP KUNTI LOVED AND RESPECTED 
EACH OTHER LIKE SISTERS, BUT BETWEEN THEIR 
CHILDREN THERE GREW A GREAT AND FLAMING. 
HOSTILITY. 


GANDHARI _ 


[GRADUALLY Tr BECAME CLEAR THAT WDURA'S FEARS CONCERNING 
[DURYODHANA WERE WELL-FOUNDED. DURYODHANA 
TRIED TO POISON AND CROWN BHIMA WHO, HOWEVER, 
INDHARI REFUSED TO BELIEVE IT — 


ESCAPED. BUT GA! 
===> =— ال‎ 


rens 
E ы 

See 

ae 
PRIMA Ot AVENE 


AS THE COUSINS GREW UP, THEIR. HATRED INCREASED WITH THE PASSING 
YEARS. THINGS CAME TO A HEAD WHEN VUDHISHTHRA WAS CROWNED 


[HER APPARENT. 


EVERYONE AGREED THAT VUDHISHTHIRA HAD A RIGHT TO THE TITLE, 
BECAUSE WIS FATHER, PANDU,HAD CONQUERED MOST OF THE KINGDOM. 
omy THe NAURAVA BROTHERS መመመ p 
SOMETHING, DURYO- 

РНАНА, BEFORE THEY 

BECOME MORE во?) 


HOW POWERFUL THEY 
HAVE GROWN, SHAKUNI, 
THOSE BEGGARS 

FROM THE FOREST | 


amar сїйга katha 

ENCOURAGED BY SHAKUNI, DURYODHANA TRIED | [GANDHARI TRIED TO PISMISS THE EVIL | 

TO BURN THE PANDAVAS IN A HOUSE OF LAC. | | DEEDS OF HÆR sone. BUT HER 1 
HEART WAS IN TURMOIL 


15 MY SON 

CAPABLE OF SUCH 

TREACHERY E 

WHAT SHOULD 
1 BELIEVE? 


BUT THE PANDAVAS ESCAPED. LATER, THEY 
MARRIED DRAUPADI, THE PANCHALA PRINCESS. 
DHRITARASHTRA BESTOWED HALF His KING — 
‚ром UPON VUCHISHTHIRA. THE PANDAVAS 


BULT Å NEW CAPITAL WHICH THEY CALLED 
INDRAPRASTHA. 


BUT A DAY CAME WHEN THE TRUTH HAD TO BE FACED: IN Å GAME OF DICE, DURYODHA= 


NA AND SHAKUNI STRIPPED THE PANDAVA BROTHERS OF THEIR. WEALTH, THEIR. 
KINGDOM, AND THEIR WIFE, DRAUPADI. 


: VOR کو‎ oe wwe ost £ š 
SE) Now you are x 


DURYODHANA = DRAG DRAUPADI 
TURNED TO HIS SÅ INTO THE Room. 
BROTHER, 
DUHGHABANA. 
Z ሠ CERTAINLY, 
BROTHER. 
GA 
<= 


Gr 


S A 


GANDHARI 


GANDHARI AND ALL THE OTHERS PRESENT SAT MY OWN SON, 
DISHONOURING 


ROOTED TO THEIR SEATS IN SHOCKED DISBELIEF. 

። ል CHASTE WIFE 

No, NO, you cant ) JI) WE CAN DO IN PUBLIC? 

DO mis Tone! ) ዕይ ANYTHING 7 
WE LIKE! ü 


> 


THE ELDERS COULD DO NOTHING THE PANDAVAS TURNED SCARLET WITH. 
FOR FEAR OF DURYODHANA. HUMILIATION- pm 


HA, DRAUPADI I you 

HAVE FIVE HUSBANDS, 

YET NOT ONE CAN 
HELP YOU! 


emar chitra katha 


[AT THAT MOMENT, UACKALS BEGAN TO HOWL 


WARNINGS 
OF DISASTER, 


THE ELDERS CHANTED SACRED WORDS 
TO WARP OFF EVIL 


17.18 A TERRIBLE MOMENT WHEN A 
8002 WOMAN 15 FORCED 7 


THAT HER SON دا‎ WICKED. و‎ 
DEAR LORD, HELP ME FZ — 
FACE THE BITTER TRUTH. 

IT ور‎ TRUE: THERE ARE 
NONE 50 BLIND 


1 HAVE MADE EXCUSES FOR MY 
SON THROUGH THE BLINDNESS 
OF MY LOVE. SEE IT ALL 
тоо CLEARLY NOW. MY SON 
16 EVIL THROUGH AND 
THROUGH. 


SHE TURNED TO HER 
HUSBAND — 


BACK THEIR 
KINGDOM AND 
THEIR LIBERTY, 


DHRITARASHTRA WAS SHAKEN AND [| DRAUPADI, you 
AFRAID, BUT HE HEEDED GANDHARIS HAVE BEEN WRONGED. 
መራ ASK FOR A BOON. 


omar chitra katha 


MH LORD, RESTORE 


TT SHALL BE DONE. | | WHEN THE PANDAVAS LEFT WITH DRAUPADI 
RETURN TO INDRA- | | DURVODHANA WAS FURIOUS. 
PRASTHA IN PEACE 


FATHER, WHAT HAVE YOU 
| | መኖ to GIVE THEIR 


KINGDOM BACK TO THE 
PANDAVAS ۱١ TO LET 
SNAKES CRAWL ON 
OUR BACKS TO 6 
Us FATALLY ONE 

Dn 


CALL THEM. 
BACK! WE'LL 
PLAY ANOTHER. 


THE WEAK DARITARASHTRA GAVE N AND THE | 
FANDAVAS WERE ASKED TO RETURN. | 


THE LOSERS WILL GO INTO 
EXILE FØR THIRTEEN YEARS. 


GANDHARI 


VUDHISHTHIRA, YOU'VE LOST 
IN ለ FAIR GAME .NOW SHOW 
YOUR MUCH-PRAISED 

GOODNESS —AND GO! 


AGAIN THE PANDAVAS LOST — 


ELS 
ONE FROM AMONG 


DURYODHANA, THE RIFT 
BETWEEN U6 16 TOO DEEP 
EVER TO BE CLOSED: WE. 
SHALL BE BACK IN THIRTEEN 
YEARS AND THEN WE 
SHALL HAVE OUR 


THOSE WORDS 
KEEP RINGING IN MY 
EARS . THERE САН 


[KUNTI REMAINED IN THE PALACE. [FINALLY THIRTEEN YEARS PAGSED: WHEN IT 
| BECAME CLEAR THAT DURYODHANA WOULD NOT 
VAS 


ME WAYS OF FATE ARE 
STRANGE, KUNTI. DO NOT 
GRIEVE . WE WILL TAKE 


ae MES 


DHRITARABHTRA AND GANDHARI TRIED 
TO REASON WITH DURYODHANA. 


MY SON, YOU KNOW THAT, FATHER. QUR. 

THE MIGHT OF THE SIN ARMY 19 EQUALLY 

PANDAVAS. WHY DON'T STRONG. WE WILL 

YOU CALL OFF THE 2 Å DEFEAT THE 

BATTLE © THERE'S q PANDAVAS. 
STILL TIME. / 


IF KRISHNA 15 ON THER. SIDE, | / FATHER, EVEN IF THAT 

THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT DIVINE BEING DESTROYS 
WHERE VICTORY WILL LIE. THE WORLD, | WILL NOT 
BOW ገሪ KRISHNA AND. SEEK REFUGE 
SEEK REFUGE IN MIA. 


GANDHARI BURST OUT IN SUDDEN ANGER. | | EVEN KRISHNA TRIED TO REASON WITH 
WODHANA - 


Dur 


EVIL ONE, YOUR HEART 16 
FULL OF VIOLENCE. YOUR. 
FATHER'S WORDS WILL BE 
REMEMBERED WHEN BHIMA 
KILLS YOU ONE DAY. 


መ DON'T LET FUTURE GENERA- 
TIONS CALL YOU THE 
DESTROYER OF YOUR. 


PANDAVAS THEIR. 
KINGDOM. 


15 NOT HALF A KINGDOM 

LARGE ENOUGH TO LIVE 
HAPPILY INP NO GOOD 
CAN COME OF WAR, 


MOTHER , YOU DON'T 
UNDERSTAND THESE 
THINGS. SO PLEASE 
DON'T INTERFERE: 


„omar chitra katha 
[A5 THE DAY OF THE BATTLE DREW NEARER— | ' MY SON, VOU HAVE MY 
BLESSING. MAY VICTORY 
LIE ON THE SIDE OF 
THE RIGHTEOUS. 


E | GANDHARI BLESSED HER SON 
DIETZ Jl] wir mese WORDS EVERY DAY. 


DURYODHANA RNEW THAT GANDHARIS WORDS ALWAYS CAME TRUE. 


1 WILL SAY ONLY 


THIS: MAY VICTORY 
LIE ON THE SIDE 
OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 


ONE FATEFUL DAY THE BATTLE BEGAN AT KURUKSHETRA. IT RAGED FOR EIGHTEEN 
TERRIBLE DAYS. THOUSANDS WERE KILLED. THE KAURAVAS MET WITH THE HEAVIEST 


e к= 
BET 
1 YA 


GANDHARI 


ለሃ QUEEN, OF ALL 

OUR ARMY, ONLY 

THREE HAVE 
SURVIVED 


OUR SONS ARE NOT 
AMONG THE SURVIVORS, 
MY QUEEN. 


S Jarearvess. 


(GANDHARI, I 


A BLAZING ANGER WAS RAGING IN 
GANDHARI. SAGE WASA SENSED THE 


OF HER SORROW AND CAME 


KNOW 


++ FORGIVE THE PANDAVAS- 
THEY DID WHAT THEY HAD TO. 
IF A CURSE RISES TO YOUR 
LIPS, HOLD IT BACK. ANGER 
BENEFITS NO ONE. 


отаг chitra katha 

[XRIGHNA CAME WITH THE PANDAVAS AND DRAUPADI TO MEET GANDHARI AND DHRITA- 
|RASHTRA. PEJECTED BUEN IN THEIR VICTORY, AND AFRAID TO FACE GANDHARI, THEY 
[57002 MUMBLY BEFORE HER. 

[THE VICTORS! I CAN SEE, IN SPITE 

Or MY BLINDNESS, THE HAPPINESS, 

ON YOUR FACES. THE STREETS 

ARE FULL OF WEEPING WOMEN 


YOUR FAMOUS WAR HAS CAUSED 
Å DEATH IN EVERY FAMILY IN 
ARYÅVARTA . ARE THESE NOT 
GREAT AND HAPPY EVENTS P, 


መ ۸ Å 
THE PANDAVAS SAID NOTHING = 


BIMA, | HAD A HUNDRED. 
SONS. YOU KILLED THEM 
ALL. YOU DID NOT SPARE 
| EVEN ONE... 


COULD YOU NOT HAVE ٢ 
LEFT JUST ONE cRUTCH fy 
Å For mis poor, BLIND /Å 
COUPLE 9 JUST Ç 
‘ONE 2 


GANDHARI 
KNOWING HE WAS RIGHT, GANDHARI TURNED AWAY FROM HIM. 


VUDHISHTHRA CAME FORWARD, 
TREMBLING - 
MOTHER, IF You 
[CURSE ME NOW; 
I SHALL NOT 
BLAME you. 


[GANDHARIS MIND WAS 
IN TORMENT. 


YET, 1, THEIR MOTHER] 
THE MOTHER. NOW OF 
А HUNDRED DEAD SONS! 


AS YUDHISHTHIRA BENT DOWN TO WUDHISHTHIRA’S NEAT AND WELL- SHAPED 
TOUCH HER FEET, GANDYARIS GLANCE | |TOE-NAIL TURNED BLUE AND SORE AT 
FELL ON HIS TOE. GANDHARI'S FLAMING GLANCE. 


отаг chitra katha 
AT THIS, THE OTHERS BECAME ANXIOUSLY ALERT. BUT 
GANDHARIG WRATH HAD LEFT HER. 


TAKE HEART, MY 
CHILD. YOU HAVE. 
LOST ALL YOUR FIVE 
SONS [TOO - WHAT 
16 DONE, 15 DONE. 


REMOUNTED THEIR CHARIOTS AND LEFT 


FOR 
THE BATTLEFIELD TO MOURN THE DEAD AND PERFORM ጅ 
үңү, FN ag y 


THEY REACHED THE SCENE OF DEVASTATION. THOUGH GANDHARI HAD THE CLOTH OVER 
Wee EYES, EVERYTHING WAS VIGIBLE TO HER THROUGH MER SPIRITUAL VIEIOM 


BER, KRISHNA, SEE THE SIGHTS AROUND 

You. SEE THE WOMEN, WEEPING AND 

RUNNING ABOUT, LOOKING FOR. 
THEIR DEAD MENFOLK... 


GANDHARI 


“e SEE MY DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW NG 
WHO WERE ONCE SO BEAUTIFUL, Ji 
NOW WITH HAIR PISARRAVED, 

AND IN WiDOW's CLOTHES! 


1 


(SEE THESE HEROES, LORD 
UANARDANA, WHO ONCE SLEPT 
ON CLEAN, WHITE BEDS, 
SLEEPING NOW ON THE 
HARD, BARE GROUND! 


ON, KRISHNA, THESE MIGHTY 
HEROES WHOM BEAUTIFUL 
MAIDENS USED TO FAN WITH 
SOFT, SILKEN FANS, ARE NOW 
FANNED BY THE ROUGH WINGS 
OF BIRDS OF PREY! 


omar chitra katha 


GANDHARI, you 


"THE LAMENTING GANDHARI STOPPED BEFORE 
IA FALLEN BODY AND KNEW IT TO BE 
DURYODHANA'S - 


|, AN OLD WOMAN, 
AM STILL ALIVE — WHILE. 
Nou, во YOUNG AND 
STRONG, ARE COLD 
AND LIFELESS! 


KRISHNA, WHY ARE 
YOU 50 SILENT ? 
DOESN'T THE SIGKT 
OF ዘሃ HUNDRED 
SLAUGHTERED SONG 
move vou AT ALLE 


TRIED TO STOP 
YOUR SOM, BUT 
HE DID NOT 

HEED You. 


AND YOU, KRISHNA VOU, 
WHO ARE THE LORD OF THE 


UNIVERSE, WHO CAN DESTROY 
OR CREATE WORLDS WITH ONE 
BREATH— COULD VOU NOT 
HAVE AVERTED THIS 
DESTRUCTION E 


вит. YOU DID NOT ! You, WHO 
HAVE THE POWER TO MAKE 
PEACE, DID NOT RAISE A 
FINGER ТО PREVENT THIS 
BLOODSHED! IT IS your 
INDIFFERENCE THAT HAS 
CAUSED ALL ጠሬ! 


37 


GANDHARI 


KRISHNA COULD SAY NOTHING. ! HAVE LOVED You WELL 

BUT | CANNOT FORGIVE 

YOU FØR THIS, KRISHNA. 

WITH ALL THE MERIT 

| HAVE EARNED, I CURSE 
You... 


YOU BLAME ME FOR SOMETHING 
THAT WAS INEVITABLE IF YOU 
HAD CONTROLLED YOUR SON, 
THIS MIGHT NOT HAVE 
HAPPENED. BUT I ACCEPT 

YOUR CURSE , GOOD GÄNDHARI. 


WRETCHED DEATH IN 
THE FOREST! 


DIRS 
GANDYARI HAD CURSE 
HMSELF. BUT HER CURSE MAG ور‎ COME 
TRUE YEARS LATER. 


